THE   SYNDICALIST  CHALLENGE

near future, will alone form the great army of social transforma-
tion and restore to us what belongs to us, the soil, the mines
and all instruments of work and of production." x For some
years nothing more was heard, apart from occasional references
to the General Strike, until in 1895 Pelloutier a became trade
secretary of a new organization, " the Federation des Bourses
de Travail, a local association of all trade unions in a particular
district. Pelloutier it was who first saw in workers' organiza-
tions, both syndicats and bourses, not so much instruments for
the protection of professional interests as weapons for the con-
quest of political power by the overthrow of the whole existing
political machine. "Hitherto voluntarily confined to the role
of organizers of the proletariat, the bourses du travail are now
entering the economic struggle, and on this day of May ist,
chosen for the last few years by International Socialism for the
formulation of working-class claims, they come to put forward
the ideas in their minds and the aim they have in view. The
day the proletariat will have formed a gigantic association,
conscious of its interest and of the ways of securing its triumph,
that day there will no longer be either capital or destitution.
The Social Revolution will have become an accomplished fact."
The doctrines of Revolutionary Syndicalism were now launched.
Starting from the strictest standpoint of the class-war,
conceiving of economic life as a perpetual conflict between
exploiting employer and exploited employee, the revolutionary
syndicalist is hostile to any policy, temporary or permanent,
which might seem to admit the perpetuation of the present
capitalist order. The duty of the workers is, on the contrary, to
use the power which union gives them to undermine capitalism
in every possible way and at every possible point, and this
not merely by the concerted and more or less legal action of
the strike, but by individual deed, in particular by systematic

1  Quoted by Moreau, op. tit., p. 63.
2  Fernand Pelloutier (1867-1901): a militant Socialist from early youth,
first a Guesdist then an anarchist, an early protagonist of the General Strike.
He was the first to grasp clearly the possibilities of syndicalist action, and his
only book, Htstolre des Bourses de Travail (published posthumously in 1902)
is the Bible of Revolutionary Syndicalism.
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